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Background 
HELCOM Ministerial Declaration 2018 welcomed contribution of the cooperative projects developed under 
the EUSBSR to the improvement of regional ocean governance and committed to continue the constructive 
cooperation to contribute to the implementation of the BSAP and endeavour to ensure synergies between 
the priorities of the BSAP, of the EUSBSR Action Plan.  

The Revised Action Plan of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region was adopted by the European 
Commission on 17 February 2021. The revision aimed at simplifying the administration of the strategy. 
Horizontal Actions concerning climate change aspects and cooperation with neighbouring non-EU countries 
are mainstreamed into all Policy Areas (PAs) and the total number of actions is reduced. A Baltic Sea Strategy 
Point will be established to coordinate capacity building and knowledge sharing and improve the 
communication capacity. The Steering Groups of the Policy Areas will be chaired by the Member States 
participating in the Policy Area in a rotating order, with the Policy Area coordinator(s) supporting the chair. 

In the revised Action Plan, the flagship concept is no longer implemented on the strategy level. The formats 
of the activities implemented under each action are decided by the Policy Areas to best suit the needs of 
each Policy Area. Policy Area Nutri is beginning the process of determining its activities related to the new 
Nutri actions as the implementation of the revised Action Plan progresses. 

Brief information on the Revised Action Plan of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region is given in the 
attachment of this document. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: the results of the project in the Baltic Sea Action Plan update.cy brief and provide 
comments on the document 

- take note of the revised Action Plan and the changes it brings to the strategy and policy area levels
- exchange views on how the activities of the Policy Areas could contribute to the implementation of

the revised BSAP.



Revised EUSBSR Action Plan 

Pressure-14

Anna Hernberg, PA Nutri coordinator, Ministry of the Environment, FI 

Eva Iveroth, PA Hazards coordinator, Swedish

Environmental Protection Agency, SEPA



EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

EUSBSR: key facts

• first macro-regional strategy in 

EU, launched in 2009;

• 8 EU Member States, 85 million 

people (17 % of EU population);

• based on long history of 

cooperation;

• better and more effective use of 

existing policies, funding, 

institutions and legislation;

• addresses common challenges of 

the region.



Revised Action Plan for the EUSBSR: Objectives and 

Policy Areas

PA Nutri
coordinated by
Finland (Ministry of 
the Environment) & 
Poland (Ministry of 
Inrastructure)

PA Hazards
coordinated
by Sweden
(Swedish
Environmental
Protection
Agency)



• The Revised Action Plan of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea 
Region was adopted by the European Commission on 17 
February 2021. 

• The revised Action Plan is more concise. It comprises 14 policy 
areas (previously 13 policy areas and 4 horizontal actions) and 
the total number of actions is reduced from 73 to 44.

• The formats of the activities implemented under each action 
are decided by the policy areas to best suit the needs of the 
policy area -> The flagship concept is no longer implemented on 
the strategy level

Revised Action Plan: What changes on the strategy

level?



• Climate change aspects and cooperation with neighbouring
non-EU countries are mainstreamed into all policy areas.

• The Steering Groups of the Policy Areas are now chaired by 
Member States participating in the policy area in a rotating 
order, with the policy area coordinator(s) supporting the chair 

Revised Action Plan: What changes on the strategy

level?



1. Managing nutrients more efficiently

2. Improving waste water treatment

3. Facilitate cross-sectoral policy-oriented dialogue

4. Improve nutrient load data

5. Cooperate with non-EU Member States

6. Investigate cost-efficient nutrient reduction mechanisms

Action 1: Reduce nutrient emissions from agriculture and 
other diffuse sources

Action 2: Reduce nutrient emissions from urban areas and 
other point sources

Action 3: Develop and promote safe and sustainable 
nutrient recycling

Action 4: Address nutrients already accumulated in the 
Baltic Sea

PA Nutri – actions



PA Hazards

Activities within PA Hazards

Actions:

• Prevent pollution and reduce the 
use of hazardous substances

• Mitigate and remediate 
contamination

Focus areas for 2020-2025:

• Pharmaceuticals in the Baltic Sea 
environment (PIE)

• Highly fluorinated substances 
(PFAS/ PFOS)

New Action Plan

Implications for PA Hazards:

• Changes in Governance structure

• Integrate climate change and  
cooperation with neighbouring
non-EU countries into the PA 

PA Hazards




	Background
	Action requested

